
5,330, which had a .7 percent loss of 37 people.
While Idaho’s population grew at a slightly slower pace in

2007, the Idaho Department of Labor said the bulk of the
newcomers continued settling in the state’s major metropolitan
areas. 
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Bonners Ferry Posts Drop in Population 
By: R.J. Cohn

Bonners Ferry was one of 138 cities in Idaho that essentially
saw no population growth in 2007 after the city posted a
minuscule gain the previous year.

Figures released July 10 from the Census Bureau show that
while Bonners Ferry’s overall population dipped to 2,635 last
year — a 1.3 percent drop from 2006 — Moyie Springs
experienced a 1.3 percent growth in 2007, boosting its
population to 722.

According to the Census Bureau’s estimate, 34 people left
Bonners Ferry while nine new residents moved into Moyie
Springs, which also posted a 1 percent growth in 2006.

The little and no population growth for both cities in the
Panhandle’s northernmost county was not alarming. The
Idaho Department of Labor said as the state’s economy slows,
Idaho’s population growth is also expected to slow as it did in
2001, 2002 and 2003 when it fell to just 1.6 percent a year
during and right after the national recession.

In north Idaho, Post Falls posted the largest percentage of
growth in 2007 with a 4.1 percent increase (1,004 people) to
boost its population to 25,358. Coeur d’Alene grew by nearly 3
percent (1,186 newcomers, upping its population to 42,267,
while Sandpoint’s increased to 8,216, a 2.5 percent jump.

The combined population of Idaho’s 200 cities was
1,023,652 in mid-2007, 68.2 percent of the state’s total
population. In 2000, the Idaho Department of Labor said the
cities claimed 65.6 percent of total state population.

The 138 cities that showed no population growth in 2007
were all rural communities that dot Idaho. The Census Bureau
estimated those cities posted populations gains of no more
than nine and losses of no more than 37. Only 15 of those
cities had populations of over 2,000. The largest was Weiser at

Created by Price Van Ray, “Stuffed Away” is an original comic strip about a group of toys who live in a toy box and think that they are
real. One character believes there is a world outside of the toy box and often thinks they have all been abducted by a human child. It
will be published each month in the Digest. 

About Price Van Ray: Married with five children, Van Ray has published four illustrated children’s books. Inspired by Dr. Seuss who
lived a block from him as a boy, he always wanted to be a cartoonist. He has a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the University of
Massachusetts and a “Ductorate Degree” from the Walt Disney World College Program.
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Remembering Boundary County’s Vanishing Summer
dreaded school supplies, following the list to the letter. Marching
through the stores, down the aisles with our kids in tow, looking for
bargains, our shopping carts filled to the brim with paper, crayons,
backpacks, glue, lunch boxes, Kleenex boxes, markers and pencils. 

Don’t even get me started on all the pants, shirts, shoes,
underwear and socks that I will still have to hunt down before
September rolls around.

But before that happens, I want to enjoy what’s left of summer,
watching my son ride his bike (minus the training wheels) up and
down the driveway, waving every time he passes. 

Or look at my neighbors amazing gardens, with everything fully
in bloom. I want to go the Boundary County Fair and look at all
the prize winning vegetables grown this year, see the giant eagles
nest in the nature exhibit building, look at all the crafts made by
the 4-H club children and buy a snow cone from the local Mason’s
group. 

I want to continue swapping stories with my porch pals and
have long quiet talks with my husband while watching the sunset. I
want to water my plants in the cool of the morning and go to the
farmers market on Saturdays and buy some yummy, home-grown
veggies to make a salad with. What I really want to do is throw away
my list of home improvements I wrote down way back in the winter
that I wanted to tackle.

Really, what was I thinking?

By: Laura Morton

Before you know it, summer is going to be over. I can hardly believe
it. It took so darn long to get here, and now it is just flying by. It
doesn’t seem fair, does it?

There is still so much I wanted to do. 
Important things — sunny day, weather-permitting kinds of

things — like painting the living room and kitchen or repainting
the fence that goes around the house, the nice weather, happy-to-
be-outside kinds of things that need to be done. And of course,
there is the endless list of home improvements that we make, in
good faith, during winter when the temperature is 20 degrees, and
we are dreaming of all the wonderful things we can accomplish in
the summer. 

And to be truthful, I have not checked one thing off that list.
The biggest thing I have accomplished this summer is making sure
the flower pots are watered. But I have read some really good books
this year and have spent an equal amount of time sitting on my
front porch with my family, a good cup of coffee and my neighbors.
It seems that these became the “other” really important, weather-
permitting kinds of things I wanted to do.

Now the days are whizzing by at lightning speed.
And once again before you know it, it will be “back to school”

time, where we make the annual pilgrimage south to purchase the
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BOUNDARY COUNTY EVENTS
Boundary County Fair
Aug. 13-16
At the Boundary County Fairgrounds, showcasing the best of
Boundary County’s agricultural community.

Soccer Signups         
Registrations Through Aug. 15
Boys & girls, ages 6-14, $15 fee. Contact Robin Merrifield,
610-6110 or email bcparksandrec@meadowcrk.com.

Art Faire
Aug. 22-23

Hosted by the Naples Art Gallery, the two-day event will
showcase mimes, magicians, visual and performing artists of
Boundary County, the culinary arts along with 54 vendors.
Info: 267-6575.

Benefit Golf Tournament
Aug. 23
Law Enforcement and Friends Open at Mirror Lake Golf
Course. Shotgun starts at 1 p.m. $50 per golfer, $200 per
team, includes green fees and dinner. Proceeds go to
Bonners Ferry Cancer Support Group. For entry form, go to
Mirror Lake Golf Course or call 267-5314.

CommUNITY Breakfast 
Sept. 6
The fifth annual free
CommUNITY Breakfast
sponsored by the Better
Boundary County Coalition
and silent auction at the
Boundary County Middle
School Cafeteria, 7 a.m. - 10
a.m. Proceeds go towards the
North Hill walking trail.

Moyie Springs Family Coping with Son’s Rare Birth Defect
By: R.J. Cohn

AMoyie Springs family whose son has a rare genetic disorder is
not only learning to cope with a disease that will not allow children
to eat a normal meal due to an enzyme their body lacks; they are
hoping a grandfather’s cross-country bicycle trip will raise
awareness and research money to fight Phenylketonuria.

Tara Nelson’s son, Bryce, is a victim of the inherited
disorder, also known as PKU, which he was diagnosed with
shortly after his birth. 

“The only thing I knew about PKU was that the initials
described the test that is done on all babies when they are born,”
said Nelson, who works for the Beverly Kee CPA firm in
Sandpoint. “I, like most people, had no idea how many genetic
birth defects there were, how rare they are, or how they affect
your life. I have since become somewhat of an expert on at least
one of them.” 

Nelson — whose husband Del works for BF Redi Mix — said
doctors in Sandpoint had never seen a case of PKU before.

“When I had him, it had been 19 years since the last child
was born with PKU in North Idaho, in Post Falls,” she said.
“Needless to say, it is rare. However, with increasing population,
it has become somewhat more common in our area. There was
another baby born with it in Hayden a few years ago, and two
children with it moved into Sandpoint some years back as well.”

Nelson described her son as a very bright, understanding and
loving child, but has “classical PKU” in the most severe form.

PKU is a rare, inherited, metabolic genetic disorder
characterized by the inability of the body to utilize the essential
amino acid, phenylalanine. Those with PKU accumulate too
much phenylalanine, one of the amino acids found in protein-
containing foods. For unknown reasons, an excess of
phenylalanine in an infant's body is harmful to the development
of the brain, causing mental retardation unless treated during
infancy.

She has since learned that a man whose granddaughter has
PKU is bicycling 3,800 miles across the U.S. with a friend to
raise awareness for the disease and money to fund research for a
therapy starting in clinical trials.

Though they are riding through parts of Idaho, north Idaho
is not on their route. 

“I think it is a great thing that someone is doing something
like biking across America for charity,” said Nelson. 

To learn more about PKU and what you can do to help, go
to www.pkucycleamerica.com.

JULY ANSWERS

Estimating Property Taxes

Boundary County residents can estimate their 2008
property taxes by visiting the Idaho State Tax
Commission's website at tax.idaho.gov. The website's
home page links to a calculator that allows taxpayers to
estimate what they will owe. You will need to use
information from your property tax assessment notice
to calculate the tax. 



Annette Vogl 73, died July 15 2008. Annette was well
known in Bonners Ferry and in the
logging association for her unending
involvement and contributions. She was a
member of the American Legion
Auxiliary, treasurer of the Cancer Support
Group, a frequent blood donor and a past
President of the Women’s Gold Club.
Annette graduated from Bonners Ferry

High School in 1953 and has always lived and worked in
Bonners Ferry. She is survived by her husband LeRoy Vogl of
53 years and two sons, Mike Vogl and wife Sue, and Mitch Vogl
and wife Rhonda; one step daughter, Mrs. Fred (Karen)
Hansen; 7 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. Annette
will be greatly missed by her family and friends. 

Doris Hutchens died at her daughter’s home near
Naples, Idaho June 19, 2008. Doris was
born June 4, 1931 in Peoria, Ill. Bud
and Dori were high school sweethearts
and were married for 56 years. Dori
worked as a telephone operator for Bell
Telephone Company when Bud joined
the Army and served in Korea. She
volunteered at her children’s schools
and at a shelter for teenage runaways.

When Bud retired, they moved to Naples in 1994. Dori was
involved with the Second Chance Animal Shelter and Thrift
Store, was a member of the Naples Helping Hands and the
Bonners Ferry chapter of the Red Hat Society. Dori lived every
day as a gift and took loving care of Bud through his illness
until he passed away at their home 1 ½ years ago. She was an
inspiration in every way to so many with her Irish sense of love
for people, nature and her love and trust in her Lord Jesus. She
loved the ocean and the mountains, her family and friends with
all her heart and was her daughter’s best friend.

Sadie Winona Winger Butcher (93) passed
away on June 14, 2008 at her home near Moyie Springs. Idaho.

The youngest of four brothers and four
sisters, Winona was born on May 30, 1915
in Hyrum, Utah. She loved riding horses,
playing basketball and set many records in
track. Winona met the love of her life,
Leland Butcher, and they were married in
Wyoming. They had two sons, two
daughters, nine grandchildren and 17 great-

grandchildren. Winona loved the gospel of Jesus Christ. She
served in many callings in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints and was a MIA President and visiting teacher.  
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OBITUARIES
Jan A. Estep (84) died June 24, 2008  in Bonners Ferry,

Idaho. He was born on Aug. 7, 1924 in
Winchester, Va and served as a Merchant
Marine during World War II. Following his
military service, he enjoyed careers in
Minneapolis, Minn. and Riverside Calif. He
relocated to Bonners Ferry in 1970 and
worked for the Boundary County Assessor’s

Office and the downtown Post Office until his retirement in
1987. Jan’s love of Big Band music, movies and golf gave him
many hours of joy. He was a gifted artist and was able to capture
the beauty of nature in his many paintings.

Tomas Brian Gondek (48) passed away at his
brother’s home in Bonners Ferry, Idaho
July 9, 2008. Tom was born in Wisconsin
Dec. 1, 1959 and enjoyed hunting and
fishing while growing up with his dad and
brother. He excelled in football and track
and field, as a discus and shot putter. He
worked in Alaska after high school,
building cabins, fur-trapping and hunting
while attending the University of Alaska,

Fairbanks. He climbed Idaho’s tallest mountain, Mount Borah,
with his brother and also hiked the backcountry of Yellowstone
National Park. Tom worked along the Alaska coast in Nome,
beach-mining for gold. He later lived in Sequim and Port
Angeles, Wash. and drove taxi in Las Vegas. Tom’s passion was
to the outdoors, wildlife, fishing, hunting and caring for
people. His last day was with his brother hiking the Kootenai
River gorge near Troy, Mont. with a limit of rainbow trout. 

Dennis Lee Amoth (78) passed away unexpectedly
June 24, 2008 at Boundary Community Hospital in Bonners
Ferry, Idaho. Lee was born on March 28, 1930 in Langdon,
N.D. In 1941 he moved with his family to Bonners Ferry where
he spent most of his life. As a youth, he was baptized into the
Church of God in Christ Mennonite at Bonners Ferry. He
married Sadie Wedel May 16, 1954 at Livingston, Calif. They
enjoyed 54 years together and had four children. He had
various occupations until 1969 when he began working for the
City of Bonners Ferry for nearly 25 years.  

Melvin Wilbur Potter (84) passed away July 9, 2008
at Boundary Community Hospital in Bonners Ferry, Idaho.
Mel was born  March 28, 1924 in Faulk County, S.D. He served
in the U.S. Navy during WWII on a destroyer escort in the
Pacific. After an honorable discharge, he worked as a National
Bank Examiner for the state of California and had several
assignments in foreign countries. In 1977 he married Rosaria
Dexter, retired and moved to Montana. 



Spreading the Welcome
I love the idea of having another sign to welcome visitors from

the north end of town. The current sign on the south end is
beautiful; the logs and the sign were designed with an artful,
rustic taste that represent our community in a positive way. I've
been very pleased with that sign ever since it went up, and I think
the Boy Scouts did a fantastic job. A matching sign to welcome
our visitors from the north would be the perfect complement.

Starr Aldridge

Keeping Connected
You really do an extraordinary job of covering this county

from north to south, writing about things in this community that
are not being written about elsewhere. You do a great service
about making people feel connected to what’s going on.

Art Randall

Don’t Look a Gift Horse in the Mouth
I do hope the city council can figure out a way to take

advantage of this generous offer by Lee Harris. She is a talented
artist with work in a variety of impressive permanent collections.

Diana Botkin

Organizer Thanks Community
Thank you for helping to save our 4th of July holiday weekend

by coming out on such short notice and enjoying the 25th Army
Band from Boise on July 5. For those who were able to attend, we
all found out that the band members are also entertainers and
put on a show for all of us. The tribute to military personnel was
moving and what fun it was watching our friends and neighbors
“direct” the band. Because of the short timeframe in which this
event was put together, it could not have been possible without
the following individuals, organizations and government
agencies: SFC Jim Sterner and the 25th Army Band, SFC Tony
Kearbey and Idaho National Guard, Mike Ashby & George Kalb
with American Legion Post 55, Tom Hollingsworth, Boundary
County Commissioners, City of Bonners Ferry, Lon & Jay from
Woodbury Reports, Fair Board, Parks & Rec, those who spread
the word and community organizations. The 25th Army Band
did express a desire to return to Bonners Ferry again for a future
event. And with your help, we hope to make that a reality.

Glory Rossbacher
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LETTERSJULY CR0SSWORD PUZZLE - by Adam Milligan

August’s answers will appear in September’s issue of the Digest. 
To get them before August, log onto www.boundarycountydigest.com.



The Boundary County Digest and RuralNorthwest.com would like to
thank the following Sponsors who make this publication possible:
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Bonners Ferry Glass & Door
Boundary Comm. Hospital
Country Porch
George Eskridge
Huggins Construction
JB's Tire & Auto
Kimball Construction
Kootenai River Inn

Main Street Medical
Moose Valley Farms
North Idaho Trees
Northside Bed & Breakfast
Pace-Kerby & Co.
Papa Byrd’s Bistro
Riverside Auto Center
South Hill Pet Supplies 

The Naples Inn
The Hot Spot
Three Mile Corner
Tungsten Holdings
Wolf People
Zips
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